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Deputy Chad Sessman and Sergeant Luis Trejo were patrolling in the East Los 
Angeles area when they noticed two Hispanic males who appeared to be gang 
members. It appeared to them that the two males were trying to break into a 
vehicle. Deputy Sessman and Sergeant Trejo stopped and exited their vehicle in 
an attempt to contact and detain both males. As they exited their vehicle, 
Deputy Sessman immediately detained one of the males (Daniel Rivera) while 
the other male, David Perez, began running away from them. Deputy Sessman 
placed Rivera in the back seat of their vehicle, while Sergeant Trejo began 
chasing Perez. 


Deputy Sessman re-entered his vehicle and began paralleling Sergeant Trejo 
who was running south on Fraser Avenue, approximately 2-3 houses away from 
the suspect. Deputy Sessman passed Sergeant Trejo and moved parallel to the 
suspect who ran east into a long driveway located at MB Fraser Avenue. 
Deputy Sessman stopped and exited his vehicle. He quickly moved to the 
driveway opening and waited for the arrival of Sergeant Trejo. As Sergeant 
Trejo arrived, they slowly entered the driveway in an attempt to locate the 
suspect. Deputy Sessman subsequently moved into a position of cover behind a 
vehicle parked in the driveway. He located the suspect attempting to push open 
a locked wooden gate. Deputy Sessman ordered the suspect to show him his 
hands. The suspect responded by retrieving a handgun from his pants pocket 
and pointed it at Deputy Sessman. Deputy Sessman, fearing for his life, fired 
one round from his duty weapon, striking (graze wound) Perez on his left lower 
torso. As Perez fell to the ground, he tossed the handgun over the wooden gate. 
Deputy Sessman and Sergeant Trejo approached Perez and handcuffed him 
without further incident. A Colt .380 caliber pistol was recovered on the other 
side of the wooden gate. The weapon contained seven live rounds. 
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On August 11, 2011, the Executive Force Review Committee convened and 
conducted a review regarding the facts of this case. The applicable policies that 
were evaluated by the committee were: MPP §§ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3- 
01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable 
Force; and 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards. 


Concerning: 


MPP § 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MPP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and 
Deadly Force, and MPP § 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee 
determined that the force used by Deputy Chad Sessman and Sergeant Luis 
Trejo was reasonable and necessary and in compliance with Department policy. 


MPP § 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards, the Committee determined that 


the tactics employed by all personnel in this incident were within Department 
Policy. 
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Captain David Smith 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff’ s Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


Re: J.S.1.D. File # 10-0783 
LA.S.D. File # 010-12282-0284-055 


Dear Captain Smith: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has 
completed its review of the October 9, 2010, non-fatal shooting of David Alexander Perez by 
Los Angeles County Sheriff Deputy Chad Sessman. It is our conclusion that Deputy Sessman 
acted in lawful self-defense and defense of others. 


The following analysis is based on reports prepared by the Los Angeles County Sheriff s 
Department (LASD), submitted to this office by Sylvia Brosscit and Phillip Martinez, LASD, 
Homicide Bureau. The District Attorney’s Command Center was notified of the shooting on 
October 9, 2010, at approximately 9:00 p.m. The District Attorney Response Team, comprised 
of Deputy District Attorney Deborah Escobar and District Attorney Supervising Investigator 
Leigh Ann Fernstrom, responded and was given a briefing and a walk-through of the scene. 
Deputy Sessman provided a voluntary statement which was considered as part of this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On October 9, 2010 at approximately 6:47 p.m., Sergeant Luis Trejo and Deputy Chad Sessman 
were assigned to the Gang Enforcement Team (G.E.T.) working a two man police unit in East 
Los Angeles.’ They were both in full uniform and Sessman was driving a marked biack and 
white patrol vehicle. While driving west on Union Pacific Avenue approaching Fraser Avenue 
they observed two males looking into the windows of a parked vehicle. They appeared to be 
gang members and preparing to break into the car. Sessman stopped the patrol vehicle and 
called the males over to him in order to conduct a vehicle burglary investigation. 


Deputies assigned to G.E.T. are relieved from responding to routine calls for service and instead focus on areas 
frequented by gang members and where violent gang activity has been reported. 


Clara Shortridge Foltz Criminal Justice Center 
210 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3210 

{213) 974-388: 
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The first male EE complied with Sessman’s request and walked toward the patrol 
car. At the same time, the second male, David Perez, walked away from the deputies toward 
Fraser Avenue. Trejo followed Perez who then ran southbound on Fraser Avenue. Trejo 
advised Sessman that Perez was attempting to flee and ran after him. 


Sessman placed [Min the back seat and followed Trejo and Perez in the police vehicle. 
Sessman observed Perez run down a residential driveway at GF raser Avenue. Sessman 
accelerated past Trejo to the residence where he exited his vehicle. He waited for Trejo to arrive 
at the location then pursued Perez down the driveway 


Perez had run to the rear of the driveway and was shaking a locked wooden gate which led to the 
rear yard. Sessman removed his service weapon from the holster and twice ordered Perez to 
show his hands. Perez turned toward Sessman while reaching into his right front pant pocket and 
removed a handgun. Trejo heard Sessman yell out “417.”? Perez began to raise the gun in 
Sessman’s direction. In fear for his and his partner’s safety, Sessman fired one round from his 
service weapon striking Perez. As Perez fell to the ground, he threw the gun. 


Perez was transported by ambulance to East Los Angeles Doctors Hospital. He was treated for a 
superficial graze wound to his left, lower side trunk and cleared for inmate booking procedures. 


Perez waived his Miranda rights and agreed to speak with investigators. Perez said that he ran 
from the deputies because he had a loaded .380 firearm in his right front pant pocket. He did not 
know that the deputies were chasing him when he ran down the driveway. When he reached the 
gate he raised his hands and heard a deputy tell him to stop. At one point he partially turned 
toward the deputy and was going to get on the ground. He took the gun from his pocket and 
threw it over the fence and was shot. He denied ever pointing the gun at the deputy.’ 


ae... | standing in the driveway at B 


Fraser Avenue when Perez ran past them followed i Deputy Sessman. Al three feared that 
4 


Perez was either armed or a gang member. hid behind a parked car, ‘an inside 
the residence whi e cove under a car in the driveway. nd heard 
the deputy yell out, “Let me see your hands” several times, before hearing one gunshot. They 
did not see the shooting. 


A .380 semiautomatic handgun was recovered in the backyard of | HB Fraser Avenue on the 
other side of the locked gate from where the shooting occurred. The magazine contained seven 
live rounds. 


? Brandishing a firearm is a violation of Penal Code section 417. “417” is alse a term that law enforcement officers 
yell out to their partners when a suspect has a gun. 

k was interviewed by investigators and indicated that he could not see the shooting from where he was 
seated in the back of the patrol vehicle. 

4 Perez is a self admitted gang member from the criminal street gang Winter Gardens and goes by the moniker of 
“Cyco.” 
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A fired .45 auto caliber cartridge casing and bullet were recovered in the driveway of i 
Fraser Avenue. There was one bullet strike to the wooden gate. 


Deputy Sessman’s service weapon was examined and contained one .45 auto caliber cartridge in 
the chamber and eleven rounds in the magazine. The magazine has a capacity of twelve rounds. 


On April 19, 2011, Perez pled guilty in case BA376893 to one count of assault with a deadly 
Weapon on a peace officer in violation of Penal Code section 245(c) with a gun use allegation. 
He was sentenced to six years in state prison. 


CONCLUSION 


The use of deadly force in self-defense or in defense of another is justifiable if the person 
claiming the right actually and reasonably believed (1) that he or the person he was defending 
was in imminent danger of being killed or suffering great bodily injury, (2) that the immediate 
use of force was necessary to defend against that danger, and (3) that he used no more force than 
was reasonably necessary to defend against that danger. i 
[See California Criminal Jury Instructions—CALCRIM 505) 


The evidence examined in this investigation shows that the actions of David Perez placed Deputy 
Sessman in actual, imminent danger of death or great bodily injury. The response of the deputy 
with deadly force was both reasaonable and necessary. We find that Deputy Chad Sessman. 
acted in lawful self-defense and defense of others. We are therefore closing our file and will take 
no further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 


oy Lnalgechor 


DEBORAH ESCOBAR 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3888 
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Method 
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IAB INVESTIGATIVE 
SUMMARY 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 


Deputy Involved (Hit) Shooting Summary 


UNIT: Operation Safe Streets - Gang Enforcement Team 
DATE: October 9, 2010 (Saturday) 

TIME: 1847 Hours 

LOCATION: BF 2scr Avenue, Los Angeles 

URN#: 010-12282-0284-055 

IAB#: $H2275272 


NATURE OF INCIDENT: On October 9, 2010, Deputy Chad Sessman and Sergeant 
Luis Trejo were patrolling in the East Los Angeles area when they noticed two Hispanic 
males who appeared to be gang members. It appeared to them as if the two males 
were trying to break into a vehicle. Deputy Sessman and Sergeant Trejo stopped and 
exited their vehicle in an attempt to contact and detain both males. As they exited their 
vehicle, Deputy Sessman immediately detained one of the males es] while 
the other male (David Perez) began running away from them. Deputy Sessman 
placed in the back seat of their vehicle, while Sergeant Trejo began chasing 
Perez on foot. 


Deputy Sessman re-entered his vehicle and began paralleling Sergeant Trejo who was 
running south on Fraser Avenue, approximately 2-3 houses away from the suspect. 
Deputy Sessman passed Sergeant Trejo and moved parallel to the suspect who ran 
east into a long driveway located at Fraser Avenue. Deputy Sessman stopped 
and exited his vehicle. He quickly moved to the driveway opening and awaited the 
arrival of Sergeant Trejo. As Sergeant Trejo arrived, they slowly entered the driveway 
in an attempt to locate the suspect. Deputy Sessman subsequently moved into a 
position of cover behind a vehicle parked in the driveway. He located the suspect 
attempting to push open a locked wooden gate. Deputy Sessman ordered the suspect 
to show him his hands. The suspect responded by retrieving a handgun from his pants 
pocket and pointing it at Deputy Sessman. Deputy Sessman, fearing for his life, fired 
one round from his duty weapon, striking (graze wound) Perez on his left side lower 
trunk. As Perez fell to the ground, he tossed the handgun over the wooden gate. 
Deputy Sessman and Sergeant Trejo tactically approeched Perez and handcuffed him 
without further incident. A Colt .380 Caliber handgun was recovered on the other side 
of the wooden gate. The gun contained seven live rounds of .380 ammunition. 
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The suspect was transported to Doctors Hospital in Fast Los Angeles were he was 
treated for his injuries. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 
Sessman, Chad - Deputy, Eo o |] 
Operation Safe Streets (Gang Enforcement Team) 


Unit # G43 
Field Operations Region II 


EMPLOYEE’S WORK HISTORY: 


Date of Employment: 01-07-98 

Date Assigned to OSS: 10-01-09 to Present 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 1 

Prior Founded Force Incidents: None 


INVOLVED SUSPECT: 
Perez, David Alexander 


MH/ 


Main 


CII # 
FBI # 


Involved Suspect Criminal History: 


He is a documented “W 
e Homicide Case Book) 


r Gardens” gang 


INVOLVED DEPUTY WITNESSES: 


Trejo, Luis # 

Operation Safe Streets (Gang Enforcement Team) 
Unit # G43 

Field Operations Region II 
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NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 


we BD Hi 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE STATEMENTS: 


Deputy Chad Sessman, was interviewed on March 2, 2011 by Sergeants Albert 
Maldonado and Scott Hill. The interview was conducted at the Internal Affairs Bureau 
office in the City of Commerce. The following is a summary of the interview, which 
was digitally recorded and transcribed. 


LA.B. Note: Deputy Sessman was also interviewed by Homicide Bureau 
investigators on October 9, 2010 by Phillip Martinez and Sylvia Brossoit. The 
transcripts of that interview have been included with this case (Exhibit B). 


Deputy Sessman said he decided to follow Sergeant Trejo in their patrol vehicle as 
Sergeant Trejo chased the suspect on foot because he felt it would be safer. He also 
felt he could pass the suspect in an attempt to contain him. Initially, the suspect was 
approximately 60 feet in front of him as he began to follow him in their vehicle with 
Sergeant Trejo approximately 20 feet behind the suspect. He never lost sight of 
Sergeant Trejo who he eventually passed before approaching the suspect who was 
still running on the east sidewalk. As he moved closer to the suspect, the suspect 
suddenly turned east into a long driveway. 


Deputy Sessman immediately stopped and exited his vehicle directly in front of the 
driveway. He made his way to the driveway entrance and was about to enter it before 
Sergeant Trejo yelled for him to wait. At this point he lost site of the suspect who 
made his way to the rear of the driveway behind some parked vehicles. As Sergeant 
Trejo caught up to him, they proceeded tactically down the driveway. They 
encountered three males, one of which was working on a vehicle, and two additional 
males who were standing on the rear porch of the front residence. Sergeant Trejo 
contacted the males and ordered them to the front of the driveway. 


1.A.B Note: Deputy Sessman said he did not put out a radio broadcast at this 
point because he could clearly see the suspects hands as he ran and he did not 
appear to have a gun. He felt that he could, by utilizing his vehicle, quickly 
contain the suspect. If the suspect did not immediately stop he would have 
immediately put out a broadcast. When he reached the driveway and lost sight 
of the suspect, he encountered the other males in the driveway. He did not put 
out a broadcast at this point because the incident was fluid and he did not yet 
have the opportunity. He considered the suspect could potentially harm the 
residents or any other persons at the location. 
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1.A.B. Note (Cont.): His intent on tactically moving down the driveway, which took 
approximately 5 to 7 seconds, was to see if he could locate the suspect. If the 
suspect was not at the rear of the driveway, he would have put out a broadcast 
and set up a containment. He would not have gone into the rear yard of the 
location if the suspect had fled into that area. He estimated the entire incident, 
from the time Sergeant Trejo went into foot pursuit until he fired his handgun, 
occurred over an approximately 30 to 60 second time period. 


Deputy Sessman also noted the sun was setting at the time of the incident. Although 
there was a light over the garage door, it was not yet cark. He was also aware his 
backdrop during the shooting was a large garage door. 


Sergeant Luis Trejo, was interviewed on March 2, 2011 by Sergeants Albert 
Maldonado and Scott Hill. The interview was conducted at the Internal Affairs Bureau 
office in the City of Commerce. The following is a summary of the interview, which 
was digitally recorded and transcribed. 


A.B. Note: Sergeant Trejo was also interviewed by Homicide Bureau 
investigators on October 9, 2010 by Phillip Martinez and Sylvia Brossoit. The 
transcripts of that interview have been included with this case (Exhibit B). 


Sergeant Trejo said he did not consider requesting back-up when they initially decided 
to contact the suspect and Daniel Rivera. He said there were only two suspects and 
he felt he and Deputy Sessman could safely contact and detain both males. When the 
suspect (Perez) began to run from him, he immediately alerted Sessman who was 
detaining the other male that Perez was running; he then chased Perez on foot. 
Sergeant Trejo did not immediately put out a radio broadcast because he knew Deputy 
Sessman would be following him in their radio car. He knew Deputy Sessman would 
move in front of the suspect’s path and contain him. He estimated he was 
approximately 25 feet behind the suspect as he chased him. He believes he chased 
him for approximately 5 to 8 seconds before the suspect turned east into a driveway. 


|.A.B. Note: Sergeant Trejo said he did start to run after the suspect until he 
knew Deputy Sessman safely searched the other male. During this time he 
alerted Deputy Sessman the other suspect (Perez) was going to run. He told 
Deputy Sessman to place fl in the back seat of their car. He did not begin to 
chase Perez until he heard the car door close and he knew {was secured 
in the backseat of their radio car. 


He added he did not immediately put out a radio broadcast because the event 
developed rapidly and he did not have an opportunity. Additionally, he said he 
could see the suspect's hands and it did not appear to him he had a gun. He felt 
Deputy Sessman could easily contain him by passing him up and containing him 
with their vehicle. 
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Once the suspect ran east, Deputy Sessman stopped, exited his vehicle and moved to 
a position at the driveway entrance. Sergeant Trejo told Deputy Sessman to wait for 
him so that they could safely enter the driveway together. As he arrived at Deputy 
Sessman’s position they tactically moved down the driveway in an attempt to locate 
the suspect. 


1.A.B. Note: Sergeant Trejo said he could not see the suspect prior to tactically 
moving down the driveway. He did not put out a broadcast at this point because 
his initial intent was to see if he could locate the suspect. If he did not locate the 


suspect at the end of the driveway he would have immediately put out a 
broadcast and set up a containment. 


As they moved down the driveway they encountered a male who was working on one 
of the vehicles in the driveway. He ordered the male to walk toward him. The male 
complied, then went to the ground in an apparent effort to shield himself from harm. 
As this occurred, Sergeant Trejo heard Deputy Sessman give the suspect verbal 
commands followed by a gunshot. He (Trejo) was focused on the other male and he 
did not see the suspect until after Deputy Sessman fired his handgun. 

1.A.B. Note: Sergeant Trejo estimates the entire incident from the time he went 
into foot pursuit until the time Deputy Sessman fired his handgun, occurred over 
a 30 to 40 second time period. 

SUSPECT’S STATEMENTS: 


Refer to the transcripts of the Homicide Bureau interviews conducted by Investigators 
Phillip Martinez and Sylvia Brossoit on 10-10-10 (Exhibit B). 


NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESS STATEMENTS: 

Refer to the Homicide Bureau summary of UUES interview. (Exhibit B). 
SUSPECT’S INJURIES: 

Grazing gun shot wound to the lower left side trunk. 

DEPUTY PERSONNEL INJURIES: 

None 

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 


See homicide case book (Exhibit A). 
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INVESTIGATOR’S OBSERVATIONS: 

No observations. 

WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 
H7K USP 45 Semi-automatic pistol 

WEAPON USED BY SUSPECT: 


Colt .380 Pocket lite, Semi-automatic pistol with an obliterated serial number on the left 
side of the frame. Loaded with (7) live rounds of ammunition. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE: 
None 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR and CHARGES FILED: 


Investigator: Detective Phillip Martinez E | 
Detective Sylvia Brossoit +M 


Charges Filed: (1) Assault with a Deadly Weapon on a Peace Officer, 245(d)1 
P.C. with special allegations Carrying a Concealed Firearm 
12025(2) P.C. and Resisting a Peace Officer in Discharge of His 
Duties, 148(a)(1) P.C. 

The suspect was held to answer and the criminal! proceedings are continuing. 

WEATHER CONDITIONS AND LIGHTING CONDITIONS: 


The incident occurred during the hours of daylight. 
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